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Concierge.com Predicts the Hottest Travel Destinations for 2010 
Site’s “It List 2010” Declares Start of Travel’s Comeback Year 

NEW YORK, December 9, 2009 – Concierge.com, the site for inspired travel, today releases its 

fourth annual ―It List‖, predicting the hottest travel destinations for the coming year.  

Concierge.com is declaring 2010 to be travel’s comeback year. A combination of the recovering 

economy, changed political circumstances, increased access, and once-in-a-lifetime events is 

opening up some of the world's most beautiful hideaways.  

The ten destinations on Concierge.com’s 2010 It List are next year's travel trophies, for the most 

intrepid travelers. From forbidden locales like Burma and Cuba to familiar-but-refreshed spots 

like Venice and Marrakesh, Concierge.com predicts that the following 10 destinations will be on 

travelers’ radars in 2010.  The full story, including specific recommendations for visitors, can be 

seen by visiting http://www.concierge.com/ideas/hotspots/tours/501243 

Marrakesh 

 After a few years of boutique hotel openings in Marrakesh's atmospheric medina, 

the heavyweight properties are arriving to provide more opulent alternatives.  

2) Kyrgyzstan 

 In 2010, the thrill-seeker's ultimate prize will be Kyrgyzstan, the adrenaline-

pumping nation known as the Switzerland of Central Asia.  

3) Vancouver 

 When the Winter Olympics begin on February 12, refreshingly low-key 

Vancouver will be transformed by two weeks of giddy activity. But it’s not just 

sports fans that will be making the pilgrimage here in 2010. Foodies adore 

Vancouver, too, for its focus on high-quality ingredients and considerable ethnic 

variety.  

4) Burma 

 Conscientious travelers have mostly avoided this destination, also known as 

Myanmar, for political reasons. But the country’s long-detained dissident leader, 

Aung San Suu Kyi, recently dropped her longstanding calls for a tourism boycott. 

She is now encouraging visits from Westerners to support the country's 

impoverished citizens and bring attention to Burma's political issues.  

5) Venice 

 A spate of new hotels has already shaken up the hostelry scene, particularly the 

just-opened Palazzina Grassi, housed behind the Palazzo Grassi museum—itself 

one of Venice's most exciting new contemporary art spaces.  

6) Antarctica  
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 The year 2010 marks the 20th anniversary of commercial tourism in Antarctica—

and perhaps the last time this wilderness will be as accessible to visitors. Starting 

in 2011, the number of travelers allowed into the continent will be cut by 50 

percent, in an attempt to curb the environmental impact of excursions.  

7) Cuba 

 Fifty-one years after the Cuban Revolution, access to this isolated, lost-in-time 

island is inching closer for American citizens. A bill to lift the longstanding 

ironclad travel ban (rare exceptions are made for journalists, charitable groups, 

and Cuban-Americans visiting family) may pass Congress in 2010, if not earlier.  

8) Sri Lanka 

 For 25 years this beautiful island in the Indian Ocean has been torn by a brutal 

and bloody civil war. But the conflict finally ended in July 2009, and travelers 

looking for a gorgeous, low-key getaway are beginning to creep back.  

9) Colombia 

 Despite its reputation for cocaine cartels and epidemic violence, Colombia is 

becoming Latin America’s hottest destination. Credit the government's new 

emphasis on urban reinvention and anticrime initiatives, which have laid the 

groundwork for a spate of restaurant, hotel, and cultural openings—all at 

recession-friendly prices.  

10) South Africa 

 The host of the 2010 World Cup has spent the last few years preparing for its 

moment in the spotlight, with a slew of new stadiums and a fresh crop of hotels 

and restaurants springing up in their path. Cape Town is Concierge.com’s top 

choice for its myriad other attractions—gorgeous beaches, up-and-coming 

vineyards, stylish nightlife, and a relaxed vibe.  

About Concierge.com  
Concierge.com, the online destination for inspired travel, incorporates original, interactive 

features on every aspect of travel; over 200 in-depth insider guides to top destinations around the 

world; a "Destination Finder" that enables readers to narrow down the perfect place for any trip; 

user-generated posts and reviews; over 80,000 photographs of hotels, destinations, landmarks, 

and more; a suite of interactive tools to help readers make smart travel plans; and a powerful 

search function to aid navigation.  
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